
With winter well and truly underway, this 

month’s newsletter is devoted to fiction and 
the joy of reading. 

By now many of you will have read that
Australian writer Peter Temple has scooped 
the 2007 Duncan Lawrie Dagger for the best 
crime novel of the year for his work set down 
our way, The Broken Shore. This is the 
first time an Australian author has 
scooped the world’s biggest crime 
writing prize. 

For the second year running the 
Duncan Lawrie International 
Dagger has been won by the 
writer/translator team of Fred 
Vargas and Sîan Reynolds, this time with 
Wash this Blood Clean from my Hand. 

Gillian Flynn won both the Ian Fleming Steel 
Dagger and the New Blood Dagger for Sharp 
Objects. She was also shortlisted for the 
Duncan Lawrie Dagger. 

Carpentaria by Alexis Wright has won the 
2007 Australian Literature Society Gold 
Medal for 'an outstanding literary work 
published in the preceding calendar year'. 
The book also recently won the 2007 Miles 
Franklin Award.

We were pleased to see that Jason Bourne 
gets to live long after the author of the 
Bourne trilogy has passed away. Those of you 
who enjoyed Robert Ludlum’s 

The Bourne Identity and its sequals, The 
Bourne Supremacy and The Bourne Ultimatum
will be pleased to hear that the series 
continues in The Bourne Betrayal, written by 
well known novelist Eric van Lustbader, who 
also wrote The Bourne Legacy in 2004.

In advance news, Sebastian Faulks, one of 
Britain’s most admired novelists, is 
currently writing a brand new James 

Bond novel. Devil May Care will be 
published next year to mark the 
centenary of Ian Fleming’s birth on
28th May 2008. 

For those of you who are 
passionate about reading and are 

keen to share your passion with others, the 
Warrnambool Library is starting a book 
discussion group that will meet monthly. 
Unlike a traditional book club, there is no 
prescribed reading. You don’t have to RSVP 
and there is no charge. More details on the 
back page.

Also on the back page are details of the 
Books Alive campaign, and Hachette Livre’s 
latest initiative for book groups. On their 
website currently you can download reading 
notes for Barbara Ewing’s Rosetta, Emma 
Darwin’s The Mathematics of Love, Jed 
Rubenfeld’s The Interpretation of Murder
and The Vanishing Act of Esme Lennox by 
Maggie O’Farrell. Happy reading!
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Did you know that…

…all cats have 
Asperger Syndrome!
This delightful book draws 
inspiration from the feline world 
in a way that will strike a chord 
with all those who are familiar 
with Asperger Syndrome. 

Delightful colour photographs of cats bring to life familiar 
characteristics such as sensitive hearing, scampering at 
the first sign of being stroked, and particular eating 
habits. 

Touching, humorous and insightful, this book evokes the 
difficulties and joys of raising a child who is different and 
leaves the reader with a sense of the dignity, 
individuality, and potential of people with Asperger 
Syndrome. 

The John Marsden Prize for 
Young Australian Writers 2007

Entries are now open for The John 
Marsden Prize for Young Australian 
Writers, a national competition for young 
writers under 25.

Best-selling author John Marsden will 
judge the best poem and the best short 
story / first chapter of the novel 
entered into the competition in two age 
categories: under 18 years of age and 18 
to 24 years of age, and award $4,500 in 
prize money. 

The winning entries will also be published 
in the December 2007 issue of 
Voiceworks magazine.

Entries close on Wednesday 15th August 
2007. See staff for more information…


