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I was thrilled to see that Wicked the

musical may be coming to Australia later this
year.

Wicked has been playing on Broadway for
over a year to great acclaim. Wicked is based
on the best selling novel by Gregory Maguire,
and takes a different
perspective on the L Frank Baum
classic The Wizard of Oz.

This got me thinking about the
many novels that we have in the
Library that have been inspired
by other great classics. There’s
The boy who loved Anne Frank
by Ellen Feldman, a fictionalised
account of the life that Peter
Van Pels could have lived had he
survived his hiding in the attic with Anne
Frank. Whereas the real life Peter Van Pels
died in the camps just before liberation, the
novel poses a life in which he survived, forged
a new identity, and moved to the U.S. after
the war.

Another book in a similar vein is the Pulitzer
prize winning March by Geraldine Brooks.

From Louisa May Alcott's beloved classic
Little Women, Geraldine Brooks has taken
the character of the absent father, March,
who has gone off to war leaving his wife and
daughters to make do in mean times.

Other sequels include Susan Hill's Mrs de
Winter (a sequel to Daphne Du
Maurier's Rebecca), Nicole
Thorne’s Return to Wuthering
Heights, and Frederick Forsyth'’s
Phantom of Manhattan (a sequel to
the Gaston Leroux classic Phantom
of the Opera).

There are also sequels to some
great childhood favourites like
Susan Moody’s Misselthwaite based
on The Secret Garden by Frances
Hodgson Burnett and William
Horwood's The Willows in Winter a sequel to
Kenneth Grahame®s Wind in the Willows.

Even Gregory Maguire’s Wicked now has a
sequel: Son of a Witch.

Best of all these books are all available at
Warrnambool Library!



Focus on:

~ Jodi
Ricoult

Jodi Picoult, 40, is the bestselling author of
fourteen novels, and currently one of the most
requested authors at Warrnambool Library.

Her books include:
- Songs of the Humpback Whale

(1992)
Harvesting the Heart (1994)
Picture Perfect (1995)
Mercy (1996)
The Pact (1998)
Keeping Faith (1999)
Plain Truth (2000)
Salem Falls (2001)
Perfect Match (2002)
Second Glance (2003)
My Sister's Keeper (2004)
Vanishing Acts (2005)
The Tenth Circle (2006)
Nineteen Minutes (2007)

In 2003 she was awarded the New England
Bookseller Award for Fiction.

When asked which of her novels was her
favourite, she replied “In more than a decade,
every time I've been asked this, | always have
said, "Oh, that's like asking me to pick which
kid | love the most!" or in other words,
something | wasn't ever going to do.

“But right now, | do have a personal favorite:
Second Glance. | think it's the most complex
book I've written to date, and | am incredibly
proud of the characters in there...some of
whom I've never seen in fiction ever before.

“Plus, it addresses themes and concepts that
are rarely discussed in fiction. There's a real
tendency when you write to think that
Shakespeare did it all, and that we just
recycle it...so when you feel like you've broken
new ground as a writer, it's a big deal.

“For all those reasons, | think Second Glance
is my biggest accomplishment to date.”

Check out www.jodipicoult.com.au for more
Q&A with the author.

All Jodi Picoult titles can be reserved for
$1.00 if not on the shelf on your next visit.

Nineteen Minutes

Set in a small town in the wake of a horrific
school shooting, Nineteen Minutes features
the return of two beloved Picoult
characters Jordan McAfee, the lawyer from
The Pact and Salem Falls, who once again
finds himself representing a boy who
desperately needs someone on his side;
and Patrick Ducharme, the intrepid
detective introduced in Perfect Match
whose best witness is the daughter of the superior court judge
assigned to the case. As the story unfolds, layer after layer is
peeled back to reveal some hard-hitting questions about the
nature of justice, the balance of power and what it means to be
different.

Though not yet due to be published in Australia until April, we
have secured two copies of Nineteen Minutes through our
suppliers in the US. Reserve your copy today for $1.00.

The Tenth Circle
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moment suspected that the same boy
whom his fourteen-year-old daughter,
Trixie, loved might inflict upon her the
worst possible harm. Could the young man,
who once made Trixie's face fill with light
when he came to the door, have drugged
and then raped her? She says that he did,
and that is all it takes to make Daniel, a man with a past he has
hidden even from his family, venture to hell and back in order to
protect his daughter.

THE TENTH CIRCLE

Second Glance
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Do we love across time? Or in spite of it? A
developer has slated an ancient Abenaki
Indian burial ground for a strip mall, and
now strange happenings have tiny
Comtosook, Vermont, talking of
supernatural forces at work. Ross
Wakeman is a ghost hunter who's never
seen a ghost-all he's searching for is
something to end the pain of losing his
fiance Aimee in a car accident. He tried suicide-any number of
times. Now Ross lives only for a way to connect with Aimee from
beyond.

Searching the site for signs of the paranormal, Ross meets the
mysterious Lia, who sparks him to life for the first time in years.
But the discoveries that await Ross are beyond anything he
could dream of in this world-or the next. Expertly entwining a
powerful drama of the heart's redemption and the disturbing
real-life history of the VT eugenics project of the 1930s, Second
Glance asks if truth is always something that can be
measured... and if what can be measured is indeed always true.

{ECOND GLANCE



www.jodipicoult.com.au

Anzac Day

25 April is probably Australia’'s most important national occasion. It
marks the anniversary of the first major military action fought by
Australian and New Zealand forces during the First World War.

For those looking for more information about this day:

www.australiansatwar.com.au

The Australians at War
T!nAHA M website commemorates the
service and sacrifice of
Australia's veterans over
the past 100 years.
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On this site, you can explore the featured
stories 'Through My Eyes' via the themes of
Mateship, Courage Under Fire, Getting Through
It, Aussie Know How, Thoughts of Home and
Worn with Pride.

You can create your Family Military History
Tree. Test your skills with a series of War
Games and see whether you 'have what it
takes', with the Aptitude Test.

The site also allows you to examine artifacts
such as diaries, photos, journals, letters and
memorabilia, and see and hear the personal
stories of those who were there, some of which
have never been told, until now.

WwWWw.awm.org
On this site you can
discover how we

A observe ANZAC Day,

Australian War Memorial and learn something of
its history, tradition and its importance in the
life of the nation.

On this site you can also download Their Spirit,
Our History, a Memorial booklet written to help
young Australians understand the historical
significance of ANZAC Day

It also includes
commemorative
classroom activities and
an outline for planning
your own
commemorative
ceremony.
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Some of the many books we have on this
important aspect of our history include:

For adults:

Anzac Day in Warrnambool 1916-1926 / by
Debbie Fitzgerald

Anzac Day seventy years on / edited by
Michael McKernan and Peter Stanley

Anzac : an illustrated history 1914-1918 /
edited by Richard Pelvin

Anzac and Empire : the tragedy & glory of
Gallipoli / John Robertson

Anzac memories: living with the legend /
Alistair Thomson

Anzac to Amiens / C.E.W. Bean

The ANZAC tradition : between the lines /
Dawn Mendham

The battle of Long Tan / Lex McAulay

Bride of an ANZAC: my life story, as written in
her 100th year / Queenie Sunderland

Digging for diggers: a guide to researching an
Australian soldier of the Great War, 1914-
1918 / Graeme Hosken

A 'duty clear before us': North Beach and the
Sari Bair Range, Gallipoli Peninsula : 25 April-
20 December 1915 / Richard Reid

Not only a hero: an illustrated life of Simpson,
the man with the donkey / Tom Curran

For juniors:

Anzac/ Pamela Cupper and Philip Taylor

Anzac Day / Jill B. Bruce; illustrated by Errol
Nathaniel

The Anzac spirit / Michael Andrews

The Anzacs at Gallipoli: a story for Anzac Day
/ Chris Pugsley and John Lockyer

Reminder ...

Warrnambool Library will be closed all day on
Wednesday 25" April 2007 for Anzac Day,
reopening at 9.30am on Thursday 26" April.



www.aust
www.awm.org

WICKED

The Life and Times of the
Wicked Witch of the West

When Dorothy triumphed over the Wicked Witch of the West in L. Frank Baum's classic tale, we heard
only her side of the story. But what about her arch-nemesis, the mysterious Witch? Where did she come
from? How did she become so wicked? And what is the true nature of evil?

Gregory Maguire creates a fantasy world so rich and vivid that we will never
look at Oz the same way again. Wicked is about a land where animals talk and
strive to be treated like first-class citizens, Munchkinlanders seek the comfort
of middle-class stability, and the Tin Man becomes a victim of domestic
violence. And then there is the little green-skinned girl named Elphaba, who
will grow up to become the infamous Wicked Witch of the West, a smart,
prickly, and misunderstood creature who challenges all our preconceived
notions about the nature of good and evil.

Warrnambool Library has copies of both Wicked and the sequel Son of a Witch.




