
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The year is flying by so quickly (which 

explains why our summer newsletter is being 
launched in February) so we thought we’d 
better take some time to tell you what you 

may have missed in the Library this summer 
(kids – lots of them) as well as what you still 

have to look forward to (adult events – 
coming up). 

To start with, our Summer Reading 

Club for children was given a twist this 
year with the emphasis back on the joy 

of reading and less on the rewards at 
the end. We also threw in two 

afternoon activities: The first – The 
Dangerous Afternoon for Boys – 
drew in 30 very loud and excited boys, 

while the second – The Daring 
Afternoon for Girls – saw 30  girls 

descend on the library for an afternoon of 
giggles and delight. 

While those two sessions are now behind 

us, the Summer Reading Club continues 
until mid February. Children who 

register for the event receive a 
reading certificate that rewards them 
with a sticker, tattoo and wrist band 

for reading 10 books over summer, 
and a certificate of achievement 

(and a chance to win a book 
voucher or iPod) at the conclusion of 
the summer.  

For the adults, we are pleased to once again 
host the State Library of Victoria’s Summer 

Read. This annual program offers a selection 
of 20 great reads set in Victoria or written by 
a Victorian author. 

 

 

On Friday 13th February we are pleased to 
host acclaimed author Jacinta Halloran as 

part of Summer Read. Jacinta’s debut novel 
Dissection has been described as a ―skillfully 
written piece of work that charts the despair 

of a woman, a doctor, who begins to question 
her ability to function both professionally and 

personally”. Jacinta will lead a discussion 
about her book, reading and books in 
general. To reserve your place call the 

Library on 5559 4990 or book online at 
summerread22.eventbrite.com. The event 

will be catered. 

February 14th is Library Lovers Day – 
the day when lovers of libraries across the 

world join forces to celebrate the special 
relationship that they have with their local 

library. From now until the 14th February 
pick up a bookmark or sticker on your next 
visit to the Library and fill out an entry form 

in our ―I love this book‖ competition and 
go into the drawer to win a $20 book 

voucher.  
 

And lastly for those who are starting to fill 
up their March diaries, here’s an event 
you won’t want to miss. Travelling 

Treasures is once again returning to 
Warrnambool on Wednesday 4th  

March. This selection of treasures 
from the State Library of Victoria 

features classic Charles Darwin books and 

priceless historical items used by James Cook 
on his voyages. The treasures will be 

displayed at a free evening talk given by the 
State Library's heritage collection experts. 
Telephone the Library to reserve your place 

on 5559 4990. 
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Did you wonder what OscarÊ is doing in the middle of our newsletter? The Academy Awards, widely known as the Oscars, are awards presented 
annually by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences to recognise excellence of professionals in the film industry. The 81st Academy Awards 
honouring the best in film for 2008 will be held on Sunday, 22

nd
 February 2009 at the Kodak Theatre in Hollywood with actor Hugh Jackman hosting the 

ceremony for the first time. On the following pages we explore the link between literature and those awardsé 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_of_Motion_Picture_Arts_and_Sciences
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Film_industry
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Have you ever noticed how many good movies began their life as a good book? 

 

Its surprising when you start tracing the origins of the Academy Award nominated movies, how many 

of these have been adapted from really great reads. On the following pages is a list of some of the 

2009 nominations and the respective books that are either available in your local library, or on order 

(for those that we have previously overlooked). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revolutionary Road / Richard Yates 
 

In the hopeful 1950s, Frank and April Wheeler appear to be a model couple: 

bright, beautiful, talented, with two young children and a starter home in the 

suburbs. Perhaps they married too young and started a family too early. 

Maybe Frank's job is dull and April never saw herself as a housewife. Yet they 

have always lived on the assumption that greatness is only just around the 

corner. But now that certainty is about to crumble. 

 

With heartbreaking compassion and remorseless clarity, Richard Yates shows 

how Frank and April mortgage their spiritual birthright, betraying not only 

each other, but their best selves.  

 

Revolutionary Road is nominated for three Academy Awards: Best Art 

Direction, Best Costume Design and Best Supporting Actor. 

 

Defiance / Nechama Tec 
 

The prevailing image of European Jews during the Holocaust is one of 

helpless victims, but in fact many Jews struggled against the terrors of the 

Third Reich.  

 

In Defiance, Nechama Tec offers a riveting history of one such group, a 

forest community in western Belorussia that would number more than 1,200 

Jews by 1944, the largest armed rescue operation of Jews by Jews in World 

War II. Tec reveals that this extraordinary community included both men and 

women, some with weapons, but mostly unarmed, ranging from infants to  

the elderly. She reconstructs for the first time the amazing details of how 

these partisans and their families – hungry, exposed to the harsh winter  

weather – managed not only to survive, but to offer protection to all Jewish fugitives who could find 

their way to them. 

 
Defiance is nominated for an Academy Award for Best Music Score. 

The Reader / Bernhard Schlink 
 

Set in postwar Germany, The Reader is a provocative, morally challenging, and 

deeply moving novel about a young boy's erotic awakening in a clandestine 

love affair with a mysterious older woman.  

 

Falling ill on his way home from school, 15-year-old Michael Berg is rescued by 

Hanna, a woman twice his age. For a time, the two become passionate lovers. 

Then, one day, Hanna disappears without a word. Years later, as a law student 

observing a trial in Germany, Michael recognizes his former lover on the stand, 

accused of a hideous crime. And as he watches Hanna refuse to defend herself 

against the charges, Michael gradually realizes that she may be guarding a 

secret more shameful than murder. 

 

The Reader is nominated for five Academy Awards: Best Actress, Best Cinematography, Best 

Director, Best Picture and Best Adapted Screenplay 

 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/results.asp?ATH=Bernhard+Schlink


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Conviction of Richard Nixon: The Untold Story of the 
Frost/Nixon Interviews / James R. Reston 
 
The Watergate scandal began with a break-in at the office of the Democratic 

National Committee at the Watergate Hotel on June 17, 1971, and ended when 

President Gerald Ford granted Richard M. Nixon a pardon on September 8, 1974, 

one month after Nixon resigned from office in disgrace. Effectively removed from 

the reach of prosecutors, Nixon returned to California, uncontrite and 

unconvicted, convinced that time would exonerate him of any wrongdoing and 

certain that history would remember his great accomplishments—the opening of 

China and the winding down of the Vietnam War—and forget his ―mistake,‖ the 

―pipsqueak thing‖ called Watergate. 

 

In The Conviction of Richard Nixon, Reston provides a fascinating, fly-on-the-wall account of his 

involvement in the Nixon interviews as David Frost’s Watergate adviser. Written in 1977 

immediately following these celebrated television interviews and published now for the first 

time, The Conviction of Richard Nixon explains how a British journalist of waning consequence 

drove the famously wily and formidable Richard Nixon to say, in an apparent personal epiphany, 

―I have impeached myself.‖ 

 

Frost/Nixon, the movie based on the best selling book The Conviction of Richard Nixon: The 

Untold Story of the Frost/Nixon Interviews, is nominated for five Academy Awards: Best Picture, 

Best Director, Best Adapted Screenplay, Best Actor and Best Film Editing. 

 

Q & A (aka Slumdog Millionaire) / Vikus Swarup 
 
Slumdog Millionaire is an adaptation of the Boeke Prize winning and 

Commonwealth Writers' Prize nominated novel Q and A by Indian author and 

diplomat Vikas Swarup. 

 

Swarup's spectacular debut novel opens in a jail cell in Mumbai, India, where 

Ram Mohammad Thomas is being held after correctly answering all twelve 

questions on India's biggest quiz show, Who Will Win a Billion? It is hard to 

believe that a poor orphan who has never read a newspaper or gone to school 

could win such a contest. But through a series of exhilarating tales Ram explains 

to his lawyer how episodes in his life gave him the answer to each question.  

 

Slumdog Millionaire is nominated for ten Academy Awards: Best Picture, Best Director, Best 

Adapted Screenplay, Best Cinematography, Best Film Editing, Best Original Score, Best Original 

Song (twice), Best Sound Editing and Best Sound Mixing 

 

The Duchess / Amanda Foreman 
 

Lady Georgiana Spencer was the great-great-great-great-aunt of Diana, 

Princess of Wales, and was nearly as famous in her day. In 1774 Georgiana 

achieved immediate celebrity by marrying William Cavendish, fifth duke of 

Devonshire, one of England’s richest and most influential aristocrats. She 

became the queen of fashionable society and founder of the most important 

political salon of her time. But Georgiana’s public success concealed an 

unhappy marriage, a gambling addiction, drinking, drug-taking, and rampant 

love affairs with the leading politicians of the day.  

 

With penetrating insight, Amanda Foreman reveals a fascinating woman 

whose struggle against her own weaknesses, whose great beauty and 

flamboyance, and whose determination to play a part in the affairs of the 

world make her a vibrant, astonishingly contemporary figure. 

 

The Duchess is nominated for two Academy Awards: Best Art Direction and Best Costume Design. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exclusive_Books_Boeke_Prize
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_Writers%27_Prize
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Q_and_A
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_English_literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vikas_Swarup


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dissection / Jacinta Halloran 

Dissection is an original and confronting portrayal of a woman facing 

personal and professional crises. It examines an extended moment 
of inner turmoil, after which nothing will ever be the same again. 

Doctor Anna McBride’s life is starting to unravel. The mother of two boys and 

a dedicated GP, she is being sued for medical negligence — a case of delayed 

diagnosis. Anna’s day-to-day work becomes increasingly difficult as she 

starts to scrutinise her every action and question her worth. Deeply ashamed 

of her mistake, she retreats into family life, only to find that her husband 

seems preoccupied with a younger colleague. As the date for mediation 

 draws closer and the lawyers’ demands become ever more pressing, Anna also vaguely senses 

someone else’s cries for attention — someone who wishes her harm. 

 

'A bracing and beautiful novel … I recommend it as an unputdownable and richly rewarding read, 

an extended ethical work-out of the classiest kind.' 

Helen Garner  

 

'Her fine analytical intelligence is matched by compelling, rhythmic prose … Dissection reads like a 

moral thriller, a bulletin from the war zone that is modern living. You'll never think of your GP in 

the same way again.' 

Amanda Lohrey (The Monthly)  

 

'A tiny gem of a novel … Dissection is a deeply empathetic story.' 

Claire Sutherland (Herald Sun/Daily Telegraph/Sunday Times) 

 

Jacinta Halloran will be appearing at the Warrnambool Library on Friday 13th February from 

6.30pm. Bookings can be made by phone to 5559 4990. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warrnambool Library Opening Hours: January ï March 2009 
 
Monday ï Tuesday: 9.30am ï 5.00pm   The Library will be closed on 
Wednesday ï Friday: 9.30am ï 6.00pm   Monday 26th January (Australia Day) and 
Saturday: 10am ï 12.00pm     Monday 9th March (Labour Day) 

© 2009 Warrnambool Library. 25 Liebig Street Warrnambool Ph: 5559 4990. www.corangamitelibrary.vic.gov.au 

 

And finallyé 

 

If none of the titles already mentioned grab you, find out for yourself why     

No country for old men, the movie based on the great Cormac McCarthy 

novel, was last year nominated for eight Academy Awards, winning four: Best 

Picture, Best Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role, Achievement in 

Directing (Best Director) and Best Adapted Screenplay. 

 

Alternatively you may like to get a jump on contenders for next years awards 

by reading some of the great books that inspired movies to be released later 

this year. These include another great Cormac McCarthy novel The Road,  

Nobel Prize winning 

author Jose Saramago’s 

Blindness and the 

classic children’s book 

Where the wild 

things are by Maurice 

Sendak. 

 
 

 

http://www.corangamitelibrary.vic.gov.au/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Awards

